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New Member Barbershop Basics Class
Within a few weeks after joining, new members need an opportunity to bond with the Director and ask questions in a one-on-one or small group setting.  They also need a basic understanding of the barbershop vocal music genre.  This opportunity need be no longer than 30 minutes and could be on meeting night just prior to the regular start time.  

There are three purposes:

· Bond with the Director

· Field questions from new guys

· Teach new guys what makes barbershop a distinct vocal music genre

Without getting too deeply technical, cover the following four barbershop basics either in Q & A discussion or as topics the Director introduces.

· “do” sense—a cappella singing relative to a key

· overtones—characteristics of sound; aligning by ear to create expansion

· lock-and-ring—vocal techniques to enhance overtones: straight tone, match, connected line, balance

· performance—Vaudeville roots, current-day presentation characteristics, free style delivery with flexible note values

“Seek, develop, use and enhance the skills and talents of each member to such an extent that progress seems limitless.”
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