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Senate-Aires
Director: Steve Morin

Northwest Sound
Director: Don Rose

Performing in Anaheim:

Northwest Vocal Project
Director: Tim Marron

3 Outa Four Duane Christensen, Erig
Christensen, Lowell Smith, lan Christensd

JetSet wWes Yoder, Tim Marron, Mike
Marron, Jeremiah Pope

Heading to
Anaheim!

Will It Blend? James Jones, lan
Kelly, Sean Kelly, Jason Stouder

(Bank of America Collegiate Barbershop Quartet
Contest—CBQC)

EST

Register Now!!
Www.evg.org
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Frank Bell, Treasurer
23632 NE Twinberry Way
Redmond, WA 98053
(H) 425-868-0150
FrankB@majesticglove.com
treasurer@evg.org

Con Hobson, DMAL
3003 Cherry Lane
Boise, ID 83705-4010
(H) 208-345-4799
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bmal@evg.org

Carl Van Hoff, DMAL
2129 Crestview Ave.
Richland, WA 99354
(H) 509-375-1450
carlvanhoff@aol.com

Bob Thomas, DMAL
9314 126th St. E
Puyallup, WA 98373
(H) 253-845-0371
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dblbass37@hotmail.com
bmal@evg.org

Lou Benedict, Society Board Mbr.
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Escondido, CA 92025
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Quartet Coaching is Available

Would your quartet like to receive coaching from members of QCED (Quartet
Champions of the Evergreen District)? Would you like for someone else to pay
the expenses to bring these coaches to your quartet?

If your answer is YES, then take advantage of the QCED ENDOWMENT
FUND. The purpose of the QCED Endowment Fund (QEF) is to support the
mission of QCED by promoting quarteting in the Evergreen District through
guartet educational and development activities. The QEF encourages choruses
and quartets in the Evergreen District to organize quartet workshops and submit
applications to the QEF for sponsorship. As sponsor, the QEF, with the assis-
tance of QCED, will provide the coaching talent and pay all of the coaches' ex-
penses. In addition, QCED members have waived any coaching fees for this
program.

Preference is given to workshops for quartets in locations with limited access
to coaches, and to quartets not among the top quartets in the District. We also
request a "contact man" to coordinate several quartets for a workshop day,
making our coaching travel expenses more cost effective.

An application form is available on the side bar of the Greenline, under QEF.
Once filled out, please get the form to me and our committee will meet to see if
the QEF can help you.  http://www.singkitsap.org/greenline

Don Rose, QEF trustee, Purfling@aol.com

How Important is

Barbershopping??

How important are your barber-
shop friends in times of family health
crisis? Read the article on NaVon
Rickertsen who is a member of the
Tacoma Chapter. He traveled to
lowa to visit his father who has termi-
nal cancer. Members of the South
Sounders and The Country Squires
guartets of Evergreen District made

a surprise visit. Again, the full article
is in the GreenLine on the Evergreen
District Website.

Sean Devine stopped by the District
Board Meeting last month in Tigard,
Oregon and presented information

about Harmony Foundation to the
group before later speaking to the
audience at District Prelims. Sean,
and OC Times, are definitely excited
about coming to Harmony College
NW ... make sure you also come!

Harmonize in
Whistler!

I
I
I
Evergreen Fall |
District Convention I
October 30/31, 2009 :

I

DON'T FORGET YOUR PASSPORT

Check out the NEW www.evg.org!!

Make sure you plan to
“Harmonize in Whistler”!




2009 DIRECTORS
MASTER CLASS

Plans are being finalized for the
third annual Evergreen Directors
Master Class. The Langley, BC
Chapter will be the host this year and
the dates are set for Friday, Novem-
ber 20 thru Sunday November 22,
20009.

Our Master Director this year will
be Steve Armstrong, who is the di-
rector of the many time top five
medalist chorus, the Toronto North-
ern Lights. Steve is also a quartet
man (multiple Ontario District quartet
championships), an arranger, a mu-
sic category judge, and a coach.

Please mark your calendars so
you won't miss this excellent learning
opportunity.

Bob Robson, EVG Director of
Chorus Director Development

Don’t Forget
Your Passport

(see pg 4)

ANAHEIM - 2009
BHS INTERNATIONAL

All members that can possibly
attend the Barbershop Harmony So-
ciety International Convention should
make plans now. In addition to be-
ing on the west coast, this is as close
as International will be to Evergreen
District until 2012. Many events are
planned, but the Evergreen District
support for our contestants is impor-
tant. This is the first time Evergreen
District will have two chorus entries
in Salem and Bellevue Chapters;
also, Northwest Vocal Project will be
performing at one of the intermis-
sions as the 2009 Youth Chorus
Champion.

We will also have two quartets
competing in the Quartet Contest.
They will be 3 Outa Four and Jet
Set. Good luck to all of our repre-
sentatives and we hope many from
Evergreen District are in attendance.
See you in Anaheim.

HCNW 2009 is Near
... and Deadlines are Approaching!!

Harmony College NW is a premiere barbershop experience for barber-
shoppers in the Evergreen District, and the three Regions of Sweet Adelines
International. We have nothing less than the current BHS quartet champions -
- OC Times -- coming to serve as headliners for our show, and as coaches,
along with Martini (SAI), and 3 Outa Four, our current District Champions. We
have top flight instructors bringing powerful classes for you.

We have coaching spots still available for quartets and small cho-
ruses. We have classes on how to sing, how to perform, how to run your
chapters, and how you can experience even more fun in this great calling of
barbershop.

We're having a whopper of a Friday night show featuring OC Times, Mar-
tini, and 3 Outa Four... and then a big Ice Cream Social Saturday evening with
tons of singing and tags.

Please talk this up with your friends and fellow chapter members. If you've
been in the past, share with them how much fun it was for you. Consider go-
ing this year, to get something out of it for yourself, and to demonstrate leader-
ship to your members.

HELP...We need an accurate estimate as to how many will be attending
(whether you actually pay for your registration now or not). There is a new
process with the host school —we MUST have final counts by mid June, or
we face substantial penalties HCNW needs to give its final estimate of
"resident attendees" (as opposed to commuters) to University of Puget Sound
by June 15. Once this number has been settled on, there are significant pen-
alties if the actual number of attendees is higher or lower.

So, if you are planning to attend, please go ahead and register NOW!!
You can pick all of your classes and name your roommate(s).

With your help, we can do a much better job of estimating our attendance
and this will allow us to do a better job of controlling costs and limiting our fi-
nancial risks.

Kevin M Kelly , District President

TREASURY NOTES

|
This is a reminder to all chapter treasurers: I
TREASURERS'’ ALERT |
The Barbershop Harmony Society surprised us with a long list of miss- |

ing tax returns and financial reports for 2007. | contacted many folk and
the answer often was — | sent it. | want to be proactive this year, but it |
means you have to do more work, too. |
| want copies of each tax return and financial report for every chapter. I

That way when the BHS asks, | already have it and can just send it on to
them and don't have to bother you 6 months after the fact. |
You can snail mail it to me (Don Thorn in the directory or on evg.org) |

or scan it and email it to me (donthorn@centurytel.net). If you are a small
chapter and will need to file the electronic return, I'd be happy to do that I
for you if you wish. Let me know. Don’t know how to do the financial re- |
port? No problem, I'll help. |
Don Thorn, Evergreen District Director of Finance I

ARE YOU THE NEXT TIMBRE EDITOR?

Do you have experience in editing and marketing publications? Know the de-
tails of how to produce effective layouts? If you have some samples you can
provide, and feel that you meet the job description as listed below, please con-

tact me privately.
Adrian Leontovich, Evergreen Director of Communications
adrianle@comcast.net

Evergreen District’'s Timbre—May 2009
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PASSPORTS

DISTRICT 2009!!
PASSPORT REMINDERS
FOR DISTRICT IN WHISTLER

| suggest that your passport/ID should be valid for at least 6
months beyond October 30, 2009. The border guards (on both
sides) don't like passports that are close to expiry. Also make sure
that you have out-of-country medical insurance (this applies to our
Alberta brothers too). In the US it takes about 60 days to get your
passport so start the process soon.

You can reserve your accommodation in Whistler online
through the EVG website "Convention Registrations”. The regis-
tration form is posted as an interactive pdf. Harmonize in Whistler
2009.

Harry Gray

Evergreen Division | Events Manager

Evergreen 2009 District Convention Co-Chairman
Greater Vancouver Gentlemen of Fortune

ADDITIONAL NOTE: From Jon Powless

The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) has been in
effect for more than 2 years for air travelers, but beginning June 1,
2009, it will also include land and sea travelers. You will need a
passport or enhanced driver’s license to cross the border on your
drive back from Whistler this Fall.

Also, it takes some time to receive your passport, and there are
only a few places in Washington that issue the Enhanced Driver’s
License, some require an appointment (and travel time). Plus, the
temporary EDL you leave with is only good for driving, not interna-
tional travel. They’ll mail you the permanent card. So, it would be a
good idea to start thinking about this soon...

You can check out the information Online:
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds11/ds11l_842.html

for passport information, or
http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/edl.html

for Enhanced Drivers License (for Washington residents only)

year.

John Yegge has arranged for scoot-
ers for any students needing to
more easily motor around during
the weekend. The scooters will be
waiting for you at registration, and
picked up after the weekend is over.
The company is offering a special
price if 3-4 or scooters are re-
served, which they also did last
The single person weekend
rate is$130.56 - but, if we rent 3-4
units in 2009 we’d each be charged
$80, plus tax. The campus is gor-
geous and not too big, but having
the convenience of grabbing your
own “wheels” and cruising to your
next class is sure appealing!!

Call John to reserve your scooters
at: 509-375-0225

ON CAMPUS SPECIAL
PERSONAL COACHING
SCOOTERS

OPPORTUNITIES

Raymond Schwarzkopf and Tom
Gentry are both available for cho-
rus or quartet coaching in the days
before or after HCNW 2009 (July 17
-19) at very reasonable costs. If
you want to piggy-back some super
coaching with either of these men,
please contact Carl Van Hoff, 509-
375-1450 , or drop him an emalil at
carlvanhoff@aol.com. Carl will be
able to work with you on fine-tuning
all details. It is important to contact
Carl as soon as possible (by March
15" to get your group worked into
their schedules. At some point
soon, we will need to lock in plane
tickets, and then it will cost you
more for them to change their reser-
vations.

Standing Ovation

Program (SOP)
By Bobby Huber, Chairman

What is it?? How does it work?
Who do | contact? Well it is real easy
and real simple and real cheap. The
SOP EVALUATION goes like this:
When you get your Approval Date
from the District Secretary, it will have
a request for you to contact me if you
are interested in the process. A
trained Evaluator will come to your
Show / Activity and all it costs your
chapter (or Quartet) is the price of a
couple of tickets. The rest of the ex-
penses are borne by the District. The
Evaluator will get in touch with your
contact person and set up a time prior
to the activity (same day) to go over
what needs to be understood as to
what is to be done by both parties.
The Evaluator will give only encour-
agement and positive feed-back on
what he sees / hears on the activity
and offer potential improvements and
evaluations on some "missed opportu-
nities" that will help in the next per-
formances for the Chapter/Quartet.

The only responsibility of the Chap-
ter/Quartet is to fill out a form on the
activities of the Evaluator and return it
to me. The Evaluator will either go
over a form or write a separate wrap-
up of the activity and present it to
whoever asked him to be at the activ-
ity. The District does not get a copy,
the Society does not get a copy, and
the Chairman (me) only gets a note
from the Evaluator and the Chapter as
to when the activity took place and
that an Evaluation was done. The re-
port is between the Chapter (or Quar-
tet) and the Evaluator. How's that for
simple??

And it is a GREAT tool for helping
your Chapter (or Quartet) get that elu-
sive "STANDING OVATION" and help
educate the public on our art form and
artistry in the A Cappella music genre.
This is such an easy and simple way
to get good feed-back from an experi-
enced Barbershopper who sits in the
audience and tells you what he knows
will help you get even better next
time !l

Contact me if your Chapter (or
Quartet) wants to take advantage of
this marvelous program for improve-
ment. You just can't go wrong.

Bobby Huber
425-337-0805
BobbyHuber@comcast.net
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!

If you or someone you know, you think would like to
be considered for a position on the Evergreen District
Board of Directors or the Evergreen District Operations
Team, please submit their name to the Evergreen District
Nominations Committee. Please include other chapter,
District or public positions held and the position (s) they
would like to be considered for and send their names to
Gerry Borden (gborden@uniserve.com ) Chairman, or
Committee members Don Craig (doncraig@shaw.ca ) or
Ken Galloway (kengalloway@gorge.net ). We are al-
ways looking for committee chairman so anyone willing to
help at the district level please submit their names.
Thanks.

Gerry Borden
Nominations Committee Chairman

Chapter Secretary & President
must submit
“Certificate of Participation”

All chapter secretaries of choruses competing will re-
ceive a “Certificate of Participation” form to be submitted
to the DR C&J at the contest they enter. The chapter sec-
retary and president must certify that: 1) All members
singing on stage in competition are members or dual
members of the chapter and 2) all members singing on
stage are paid-up members of the Society. They will also
need to list on the reverse side of the certificate the
names and membership numbers of each man singing on
stage in competition. The certificate will be collected by
the DR C&J before walking on stage. This is in keeping
with the policies and contest rules of Evergreen District
and the Society.

Having ineligible members singing on stage at a
competition is a serious breaking of contest rules
and will lead to disqualification, after the fact, and
loss of ranking, scores and any awards.

Mike Lanctot
Evergreen District Director of Contest & Judging

Owning the Stage - Tom Metzger

Owning the Stage is a blog written by Tom Metzger,
exploring all aspects of great stage performance, com-
menting on the body of existing literature and applying
the latest information from fields like neurology and psy-
chology. It has also become a class at Harmony Univer-
sity where each participant will understand great stage
performance, experience doing it, and get a head start in
teaching their group to do it too.

Owning The Stage also provides a directory of stage
performance coaches, with an emphasis on those who
work with barbershop groups. More than just a simple
contact list, the Coach Directory is a web application that
allows people to post reviews of coaches, so you can get
the right person for your group the first time.

If you're a coach, you can post your profile in the
Coach Directory in about 5 minutes!

http://www.owningthestage.com

Carl Van Hoff
Evergreen District
Barbershopper of the Year

Even before being elected President for 2005, Carl Van
Hoff was the de facto leader of the Tri-Cities WA Barber-
shop Harmony Chapter: coordinating the chapter’s first
show, selling tickets and program ads, promoting a sys-
tematic coaching program, attending COTS and other
chapters’ meetings. After being elected Chapter Presi-
dent for 2005 Carl brought his leadership capabilities fully
to bear on chapter activities. His accomplishments and
leadership skills provide an excellent role model not only
for other Chapter Members, but for other Barbershoppers
throughout the Evergreen District and the Society. Carl
has been a District Board Member since 2005 and the
coordinator for faculty and curriculum for Harmony Col-
lege NW for 2 years. John Yegge wrote this about Carl,
“Barbershoppers are all kind and thoughtful but,among
them, Carl is extraordinary.”

CHILLIWACK YOUTH FESTIVAL

The all day (9:00 AM to 4:00 PM) workshop at G.W.
Graham Secondary in Chilliwack, BC, went very well on
Friday. There were 35 students (23 female and 12 male)
in attendance - all choir students (no dronesl!)

It was a Pro D day, so we were lucky to get the clini-
cians and staff on a work day. The clinicians were Donya
Metzger, Dave Cotton, West Coast Fusion with Alex as
substitute lead, Dave Vincent, and Janine Webster.

Paul Melhus looked after water and snacks. Chilliwack
chorus loaned us their risers for the day. The girls per-
formed "Orange Colored Sky"; the guys performed
"Breaking Up is Hard to Do"; the combined chorus did 8
part arrangement of "Strike Up the Band". Janine Web-
ster (teacher at school) bought pizza for everyone at
lunchtime! The format for this event was very successful.
Now that we have this as a reference, the YIH team
should now think about how we can promote this to other
schools.

Dave Vincent, dvincent@youthinharmony.ca

Evergreen District’'s Timbre—May 2009
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Harmony Explosion

It's More Than Just A Camp

Over the years, you have heard us say many times that Harmony Explosion (HX) has turned into more than just a
little three day music camp. It has become something that is changing the lives of students, student staff, and staff. It
truly has! Jamie told you a few months ago about one of our student staff members, Beau. We got many great re-
sponses on that article so we thought we would share another of these stories with you.

Bianca came to her first HX when she was a freshman at Snohomish High School. She was a really good kid with a
very strong personality and a tender heart. We enjoyed having her at camp and were looking forward to her return the
following year along with her other friends, Sarah and Crystal. The following year we once again had Sarah and Crystal,
but no Bianca. Over the past year, she had made some poor choices in friends, her school attendance had started to
slip, and she had quit her other normal activities. Eventually, she quit school and moved to Seattle with some of her new
crowd. However, Sarah and Crystal continued to stay in contact with her. Finally, Bianca realized her mistakes and de-
cided to return home to her parents. Knowing that some of her old "healthy" friends, like Crystal and Sarah, were still in
her corner made it an easier transition. We are very proud of her for making this wise decision.

Bianca called me the following year. We had a long chat over several subjects, but the main one was about HX. She
asked to return to HX as a Student Staff member. One of the most important requirements of being a Student Staff
member is to be a positive role model and leader. 1 told her | would need to see that she had changed her ways, and
that we would need some letters of reference. But most importantly, she needed to get her high school GED (General
Education Diploma). Later that year, Bianca called back to let Jamie and | know that she had a job, was willing to get
references and most important, she wanted us to know how serious she was about changing her life. She had decided
that she wanted more than just a general diploma, so she worked hard over the summer and the following year, and
caught up to her class. Bianca graduated with her best friends, Sarah and Crystal!! She had returned to her church as a
youth leader and teacher to make sure other kids did not follow in her footsteps. Her references were glowing. Bianca
continues to be that positive leader in her community. She had earned her place on the Student Staff!!

Bianca, Sarah and Crystal were such a help prior to last year's camp. With Jamie being sick, it was a difficult year.
The kids came over and helped me stuff the arrival packs, ran errands when they had the time in their schedules and
helped us pack up the truck for HX. We could not have done it without their help.

Bianca is pierced and tattooed, and tends to dress in what could be an intimidating fashion on the outside. On the
inside she is supportive, loyal, strong and tenderhearted. Again, like Beau, she can reach some of the kids that might
not be totally understood by others. She proved herself over and over again last year. Jamie and | were, and are very
proud of her for many reasons---and for making the right choice in having her on Student Staff. She will again be with us
this summer and plans to attend for as long as possible.

We are thrilled to report she is putting herself through Nursing School in the evenings. Bianca has a full time day job
at a Senior Care Center as an activities director. She and her family continue to say if it wasn't for Sarah, Crystal and
HX she might not be here today. You never know who and how you will affect a life. She did the work and made the
changes. We couldn't be prouder of "our girl."

So.....if you are wondering why we get so emotional, are so proud of "our kids" and GRATEFUL to all of you who do-
nate what you can to Harmony Explosion...this is just one of the many, many stories we can share with you. Thank you
so much for your past support by donating to the program and by supporting our kids at the HX Show. For most of the
kids, the HX Show audience is the biggest they have ever sung for----and it means a lot to them.

Thank you for all the donations--they go to a GREAT cause and are very appreciated. We look forward to your con-
tinued support of HX in the long, long future ahead!!

See you all on July 18th following the show!! We look forward to thanking you in person for all your help and support.

Mollie and Jamie, HX "Mom & Dad", mnjbear@gmail.com, 425-350-8859

Go to www.harmonyexplosion.com for more informatio n on Harmony Explosion.

Al Fraser Novice Quartet Award

West Coast Fusion
The Al Fraser Award is given to the highest scoring "novice" quartet. A
“novice” quartet is one in which at least two members have never before
competed in an International Prelims Contest. This year’s winner is West
Coast Fusion.




HCNW 2009

Add fuel to
The fire and
get re-energized!

HCNWOQ9 is all put together. Great faculty and classes
are ready for you to select from.

NEW!! HARMONY COLLEGE NW HIGHLIGHTS:
You will find some exciting new changes and additions
to the weekend's schedule this year.

: Registration will begin at 1:00pm on Friday.
90-minute class sessions.
EDUCATION—FUN—AND NEW CLASSES
We are offering one extra session of classes
on Friday afternoon, starting at 3:15pm, for
those who have registered and are on the UPS
campus.

Friday Night Kickoff Show!

Saturday evening session is designed to give
students a chance to pick classes, or chose to
attend the HX show.

Saturday Ice Cream Social will start about
9:00pm and be a great time for fun and sing-
ing.

Small Choruses & VLQ Coaching

Quartet Coaching

GET YOUR COPY OF THE HCNW SONG: As soon
as you register you will receive information on how

to access your copy and tracks for ~ Tom Gentry’s 8-
part medley arrangement of *“I Hear Music” and
“You're Just in Love” which will be the group song for
the weekend. Learning tracks for each part, and for
the 8-part mix, have been recorded by Shawn Thomas.
Friday afternoon, Tom Gentry will be leading a class on
“Putting the Parts Together” and throughout the week-

end we plan to sing it. It's a great medley.

AQ(.ZED Endowment Fund
SSistance for g Youth Quartet

If you are in one
of our
for young quartet .
your quartet to atteng HCNW 20 o‘; ap';'gaggegpg?;lfstance
or as-

Sistance to Cay|
Criteria. Van Hoff (Carlvanhoff@aol.com)

1) Members und
€r age 25
2) and attengin with a quartet to

uartet coachijn od :
. S (participation j
need not involve every class pe rﬁ_’ggfn IN quartet Coaching

HCNW

Small Choruses—VLQs—Quartets Spaces are limited. Re  gister now!
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Barberpole Cats — and more!

Can you name all twelve Barberpole Cats? (Try it—and send
me a message if you can do all twelvel) Do you have a pin that
says you can sing all of them in all four parts? Some of us know
some of the “polecats” because we get to sing at least some of
them. That's the whole idea. You know them, | know them, and
we have something we can sing together, even though we don’t
even know each other’'s names. However, too few of us know all
of these Barberpole Cats in our own part, and even fewer know
more than one part to these delightful songs. Most of us sing
them as dirges, flat on our heels, frequently late at night and often
off-key.

There has been a move to update this list—and it has been

available for about fifteen years. The Society has a Barberpole
Cat #2 program/collection, and it is available with learning trax.
The songs? "Hello, Mary Lou," "I'm Sitting on Top of the World,"
"Lazy River,” "Little Pal," "This
Little Light of Mine/Do Lord Med-
ley,” and "Zip-A-Dee Doo-Dah."
Sometimes they are also heard at
the wrong time of night with rather
interesting tuning. We might be-
gin to pay some attention to these
songs.

The three regions of the
Sweet Adelines, International that
comprise our EVG land area each
have their own “polecats” or
songs that all/many of the women
in the region know so that they
can sing together.

The Evergreen District being what it is, we have decided that
we want an updated version of the Barberpole Cats. We are
working on a third list—songs that everybody can learn, and that
everybody (BHS, SAIl and other friends) can sing, and even songs
that might be a litle more modern than 1890. We will probably
have SAIl songs pitched for women'’s voices, BHS songs pitched
for men’s voices, and together songs, pitched in the middle. (You
should know that Harmony College NorthWest has a special pro-
ject for an 8-part song that has parts for both women and men.
What a neat idea!)

Oh, yeah. Anybody doing any thin king about a new, catchy
name for these songs we all get to sing? It might be a good thing
to do some brainstorming about . . .

Here is your chance. Suggest a song, perhaps even more
than one, for our new list. Keep in mind that we want all voices to
be able to sing these songs, so we might want a gals’ key, a guys’
key and a together key. If you wish to suggest a particular ar-
rangement, please do. Come up with a neat name. If you have
other ideas that are pertinent to this project of getting everybody
to sing together, please send them, too. Be a participant in up-
dating the possibilities of people singing together.

Send your titles, arrangements, suggestions and comments
to EVG Polecats Ill Project , at dblbass37@hotmail.com. Don’t
be bashful—we are asking for your input.

Boise Youth

Barbershop Festival

On Thursday, January 29", the Boise Chords-
men sponsored their first annual Youth Barber-
shop Festival. We had 300 young men and
women vocal students from 4 Boise high schools
come together for a one-day festival.

Mary Liston from Pocatello, ID and Gabe
Caretto from Manteca, CA served as festival cli-
nicians. We provided music and learning tracks
for the choir teachers before their Christmas
break. There were 2 numbers for the men and 2
for the women as well as 1 eight-part combined
number. The clinicians went into the classroom
on Wednesday and Thursday morning to review
the specifics of the music, provide some vocal
production techniques and explain the hallmarks
of the barbershop style.

On Thursday afternoon the students gathered
at one of the high schools for a combined re-
hearsal. Our guest quartet was EPIC, a colle-
giate quartet from Sacramento. We gave some
instructions in the auditorium and EPIC wowed
them with a couple of energetic numbers. After
some hard work in rehearsal the Chordsmen pro-
vided dinner for all in the cafeteria and passed
out festival tee shirts. Chordsmen quartets pro-
vided entertainment during dinner.

That evening the students put on a show for a
very appreciative audience. The Chordsmen
Chorus started off the show. They were followed
by The Apple Street Quartet from Timberline H.S.
The women sang their 2 songs with some nifty
choreography and then the men joined the
women for their combined number. The men
followed with their performance. All did a marvel-
ous job. EPIC headlined the show with a great
performance of which the students could not get
enough of.

All the students and educators filled out an
evaluation form, which provided a lot of great
suggestions for us to use for to improvement of
future festivals. They love the barbershop style,
both singing and listening to other performing
groups. They were absolutely thrilled with EPIC
and wished they had played a larger part in the
clinic portion of the festival.

The Chordsmen feel that we accomplished
the goals we established. We wanted to expose
the students to the barbershop style, provide
useful tools for the vocal music educators, con-
duct a low cost (less than $16/student) festival
have a significant amount of fun for all the partici-
pants. The Boise Youth Barbershop Festival was
a very satisfying experience for our chapter and
we look forward to making this a service tradition
in the Boise area.

Con Hobson, Boise Chordsmen
Evergreen District Board Member-at-Large




HOT ROD HARMONY

“If you enjoy vocal harmony sung by robust men’s voices, then The Lake City Harmonizers, directed by Ron Reed,
are for you.” That was the opening line in the very classy program put together by The Lake City Harmonizers who
hosted the Division 5 Convention in Coeur D’ Alene, Idaho, last month.

It was my privilege to attend the convention and contest as your Chapter Support and Leadership Training Director
and | can report to you that barbershop harmony is alive and well in Division 5. The Boise Valley Chordsmen, under the
direction of Richard Lapp, took the gold in the Chorus competition, but every barbershopper who was in Coeur D’ Alene
that week-end was a winner because of the fantastic enthusiasm for barbershopping and the impeccable planning by the
host chapter.

Lake City Harmonizers did an amazing job. The chapter members worked hard to make it nice for everyone. The
president of the chapter, Wes DuCharme, greeted me at the airport and from that point on, | was able to enjoy my hobby
just the way | like it. Lots of singing and lots of fun.

On Friday as people checked in, the headquarters lobby was filled with barbershoppers singing polecats in large
groups. From an administrative perspective and entertainment perspective, Joe Barbershopper had a great time. The
guartets and choruses who competed felt they had every opportunity to be successful on stage and the evaluation ses-
sions were well organized. Emcees for the competitions and Saturday night show were well prepared, entertaining and
kept the audience involved in the performances and worked to make it an enjoyable time for everyone. We need to
choose our emcees for our events very carefully. While we old salts in the harmony hobby are focused on the quartets
and choruses, our guests are there for a show. Emcees need be sure they get one.

District officers who were in attendance were working hard to help out where ever needed and provided leadership
throughout. | got to hear the concerns of the chapters and have established one on one contact with those chapter rep-
resentatives who want the District to assist their chapters. We heard an amazing report at the mini-HOD conducted by
Kevin Kelly from a representative of the Pages of Harmony in Spokane about the huge impact the Chuck Greene’s Com-
pellingly Attractive training has had on their chapter growth. More on that later.

That Saturday night afterglow was a hoot . It was held at a local restaurant/club called Hot Rod. As soon as Bar-
bershoppers started showing up after the Saturday night show, the piped in music was stopped, a performance location
was set up and the courteous servers brought libations and food throughout the evening. People had space to sit and
eat and sing and laugh and enjoy each other as well as the quartets. The afterglows are critical to the success of our
convention week-ends. The Harmonizers did an excellent job of putting that together. | got to see old friends, hear more
great singing and make new friends.

I love this hobby and | thank Division 5 for understanding what it takes to keep the whole world singing.

Bill Frazier, Director Chapter Support & Leadership Training,
503-266-5020, Billfrazier@canby.com

The Rabbit Returns to Evergreen

Little known fact: in 1953, at an Evergreen contest, the Contest Adminis-
trator moved a toy rabbit from lying down to standing up to let the MC know
that the judges were ready for the next contestant. Sometime later a light
system was developed, and is used today.

This weekend, the Puyallup Valley Harmonizers revived the custom of “I
have a standing rabbit” at the first annual Harmony In The Valley Barbershop
Contest held at the Puyallup Spring Fair. Nine quartets competed, along
with three choruses and three VLQs.

The contest was judged by a panel of local people. Peggy Burrough is a
retired choral teacher who is still active as a judge and coach. Beth Smith is
a Certified Sound Sweet Adeline judge. Derek Tilton is a Music Performance
student at Pacific Lutheran University. Steven Zopfi is the choral director of
the Portland Symphonic Choir and teaches at the University of Puget Sound.

The winners received small medallions as mementos, and money. The
Puyallup Spring Fair gladly sponsored this project along with a number of
local businesses. More than $2000 was distributed to the top competitors.

Top prizes went to the Livewire quartet (SAIl), the Federal Way Jet Cities
chorus (SAl) and the Abbotsford Voices of Harmony VLQ (BHS). Other
money quartet winners were Sincerely Yours (BHS) and Champagne (SAl).
The Snohomish Voices Northwest (SAI) and Federal Way Harmony Kings
(BHS) choruses also took home checks.

The Show of Champions brought the afternoon in the open air to a de-
lightful close, featuring all the winners and the Puyallup Valley Harmonizers.

Bob Thomas, Evergreen District Board Member-at-Large
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