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DON’T FORGET YOUR PASSPORT 

 

Make sure you plan to 
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2009 District Board  
of Directors (DBOD)  

 

Kevin Kelly, District President 
19601 NE 133rd St. 

Woodinville, WA 98077 
(C) 20 6-229-1417 
(F) 425-463-1927 
(W) 425-463-1367 

kevin.kelly@mulvannyG2.com 
president@evg.org 

 
Ken Galloway, Jr., EVP 

2520 Montello 
Hood River, OR 97031-1021 

(H) 541-386-1580 
(C) 541-490-6680 

kengalloway@gorge.net 
evp@evg.org 

 
Mike Ott, Dist. Secretary 

1947 SE 75th Court 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 
(H) 503-642-0885 
(C) 503-702-7384 

mike.ott@comcast.net 
secretary@evg.org 

 
Gerry Borden, IPP 
26941 - 27B Ave. 

Aldergrove, BC V4W 3E5 CANADA 
(H) 604-857-0789 
(W) 604-513-4783 

gborden@uniserve.com 
ipp@evg.org 

 
Frank Bell, Treasurer 

23632 NE Twinberry Way 
Redmond, WA 98053 

(H) 425-868-0150 
FrankB@majesticglove.com 

treasurer@evg.org 
 

Con Hobson, DMAL 
3003 Cherry Lane 

Boise, ID 83705-4010 
(H) 208-345-4799 

con@dalesservice.com 
bmal@evg.org 

 
Carl Van Hoff, DMAL 
2129 Crestview Ave. 
Richland, WA 99354 

(H) 509-375-1450 
carlvanhoff@aol.com 

 
Bob Thomas, DMAL 

9314 126th St. E 
Puyallup, WA 98373 

(H) 253-845-0371 
(C) 253-820-7138 

dblbass37@hotmail.com 
bmal@evg.org 

 
Lou Benedict, Society Board Mbr. 

121 Upas 
Escondido, CA 92025 

(H) 760-747-3736 
lbenedict@cox.net 

Quartet Coaching is Available 
Would your quartet like to receive coaching from members of QCED (Quartet 

Champions of the Evergreen District)?  Would you like for someone else to pay 
the expenses to bring these coaches to your quartet?  

If your answer is YES, then take advantage of the QCED ENDOWMENT 
FUND. The purpose of the QCED Endowment Fund (QEF) is to support the 
mission of QCED by promoting quarteting in the Evergreen District through 
quartet educational and development activities. The QEF encourages choruses 
and quartets in the Evergreen District to organize quartet workshops and submit 
applications to the QEF for sponsorship. As sponsor, the QEF, with the assis-
tance of QCED, will provide the coaching talent and pay all of the coaches' ex-
penses. In addition, QCED members have waived any coaching fees for this 
program.  

Preference is given to workshops for quartets in locations with limited access 
to coaches, and to quartets not among the top quartets in the District.  We also 
request a "contact man" to coordinate several quartets for a workshop day, 
making our coaching travel expenses more cost effective. 

An application form is available on the side bar of the Greenline, under QEF.  
Once filled out, please get the form to me and our committee will meet to see if 
the QEF can help you.     http://www.singkitsap.org/greenline 

Don Rose, QEF trustee,  Purfling@aol.com 

DIRECTOR SEARCH:   VERNON TIMBRETONE 
 Requests applications for a Director for the Timbretone Barbershop 
Chorus of VERNON,  B.C. The candidate should possess musical train-
ing, experience in choral direction, and voice training. The candidate 
should be energetic, highly motivated,dynamic, and possess leadership 
skills. Interviews will be held prior to Sept. 15, 2009. 
Application, with resume attached, should be sent A.S.A.P. to: D.G. 
Bradford, 376 Scenic Drive, Coldstream, B.C., V1B 2X3, Tel.---250-549-
4498, E-mail: bjbradford@shaw.ca 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES MEETING  
by Mike Ott, District Secretary 

The Barbershop Harmony Society Bylaws (BHS) and the Evergreen District 
Bylaws, require the Districts to hold at least two House of Delegates Meetings 
each year.  All the BHS Districts are incorporated and this is also a require-
ment of the states where incorporation took place.  Two of the most important 
items for the House of Delegates are the Election of the District Officers 
(usually a mail in ballot) and the approval of the Annual Budget.  These two 
items take place at the District Fall Convention to be held Friday, October 30th 
at 2:00 PM in the Delta Hotel in Whistler, BC. Your attendance is critical. 

The House of Delegates must have a minimum of 30% of the Delegates in 
attendance to complete business.  Failure to have the minimum number of 
Delegates means the House of Delegates cannot complete any business.  The 
House of Delegates is composed of the active Past District Presidents, Board 
of Directors, and one delegate from each chapter.  The one Chapter Delegate 
is usually the Chapter President, however if the Chapter President is unable to 
attend but another chapter member will be in attendance, it is preferred to 
have the Chapter President notify the District Secretary or have the alternate 
Delegate bring a letter from the Chapter President noting who the alternate will 
be.  This is very critical to the operations of the District as revisions to the vari-
ous manuals used to guide the District are also voted on.  Please plan on at-
tending and see you at the next House of Delegates Meeting, October 30th. 



Evergreen District’s Timbre—August 2009 3 

 

 

HCNW 
Looking Forward to 2010 

 
If you missed HCNW this year—well, you missed a 
wonderful weekend of barbershop education, enlight-
enment and singing!   Here are some of the high-
lights. 
· Friday afternoon classes – a first in a long time.   

We had well over half of our attendees taking 
classes from Donya Metzger and Tom Gentry. 

· A Friday evening kick off session with Tom Gen-
try working the students through an 8 part ar-
rangement.  (The ladies could sing their own 
parts, and didn’t have to make do with an ill-fitting 
men’s part) and a talk by Raymond Schwarzkopf 
to set the tone for the weekend. 

· After a short break, we leaped right into a triple 
header show, featuring Evergreen District 
Champs 3 Outa Four, Sweet Adeline 8th place 
finishers Martini, and BHS 2008 International 
Champs OC Times. 

· Enrollment jumped, going from 146 students in 
2008 to 205 this year.   Yes, the economy and 
tough times are growling away, but barbershop-
pers put value on great training, getting re-
charged, and making new friends. 

· We had 71 members of Sweet Adelines attend-
ing, demonstrating that HCNW has arrived as the 
education event for all barbershoppers in the 
Northwest. 

· 22 different quartets received coaching. 
If you missed HCNW this year, you can catch the 

wave in 2010.   Plans are well underway.   The dates 
are set – July 16-18, 2010 – and University of Puget 
Sound has been reserved.  A major fleet of faculty 
stars are excited about coming back or being on 
hand, including Raymond Schwarzkopf, Melanie 
Wroe, Roger Mills, Donya Metzger, Paul Olguin, and 
Ron Black.  New courses will be added, and popular 
courses and old favorites will also be scheduled. 

Put the dates on your calendar.  Talk to your quar-
tet or chorus about coming for coaching.  Book your 
vacation from work, and get ready for an even better 
weekend.  Details on courses and registration will be 
available “December-ish.”  In the meantime, find 
someone who was there, and get their take on a 
great weekend. 

I Think I’d Make  
A Fantastic Judge! 

Many barbershoppers have asked me about the steps in becoming a judge for our Barbershop Harmony Society con-
tests. Each certified judge has gone through a minimum of three years training to meet the rigid and high standards ex-
pected by the Society for our judges. Judges may be in the Music, Presentation and Singing categories or as Contest 
Administrators. 

The search for the next generation of judges begins TODAY. In August 2010, after Certification Category School next 
summer, interested barbershoppers may apply through the District Representative of Contest and Judging (DRCJ) to be 
considered for entry in the next three-year judge training cycle. If you are interested in finding out more about being a 
judge contact Mike Lanctot, DRCJ, or any of the current Evergreen certified or candidate judges. They’ll be happy to an-
swer your questions and fill you in as to what to expect in the training. The DRCJ may be contacted at: 

mjlanctot@comcast.net   Or call 1-425-349-1749 
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Planning a Show:  
Get Show Clearance in Early  
 
Already this year we have had a 
number of show date conflicts, so it 
is in your best interest to get your 
requests in early.  The conflict devel-
ops if you are going to have a show 
and are within fifty (50) miles of an-
other already approved scheduled 
show.  In many cases, we have been 
able to resolve the conflicts by mu-
tual agreement from the chapters 
involved, but this takes time, so this 
is another reason to get your dates 
to the District Secretary as early as 
possible.   For those of you unfamil-
iar with the show clearance process, 
here is a recap: 
1. Send in your request for a show 

clearance to the District Secre-
tary before ANY of the contracts 
are signed and everything is cast 
in concrete.  If the date is clear, 
you will be notified and you can 
finalize your venue.  This re-
serves your date for 30 days. 

2. Once you have a cleared date, 
fill out the proper form (SOCAN 
for Canadian chapters, BMI/
SESAC for US chapters) and 
send it to the District Secre-
tary.  Include the proper check 
for US chapters. Include all cop-
ies including the original and sign 
them. 

3. The District Secretary will sign 
the form and send it back to 
you.  This is your license for your 
show. 

4. Once the District Secretary re-
ceives the form, the show date is 
firm and it will be posted on the 
web site. 

5. In Canada, you complete the 
SOCAN form after the show, 
calculate the appropriate fees, 
and send a copy and a check 
(cheque) to SOCAN directly. 

In the US, there is also an annual 
ASCAP fee to pay, for 2009 the mini-
mum payment is $215.00, which 
covers all your shows for 2009 up to 
gross receipts of $42,000.00.  This is 
separate from BMI/SESAC and not 
related to the forms and payment 
you submitted earlier. 
That sums it up.  Good luck and 
have a great time at your shows. 

Mike Ott, EVG District Secretary 
mike.ott@comcast.net 

Order of Appearance Draw 
2009 Fall District Contest Quartet and Chorus Conte stants 

 
Listed below are the quartets and choruses in order of appearance for the 

2009 Fall District Contests to be held in Whistler, BC, on October 30-31, 2009 
 
Please note: Due to the entry of seniors quartets in the International Seniors 
Quartet Prelims Contest, there may be additional seniors quartets added to the 
published list of the draw for the quartet competitors. That will be determined 
and updated on October 17, 2009 . These quartets will sing first in the quar-
tet semi-finals competition and the current list of  the quartets will move 
downward sequentially  in the final order of appearance.  
 
QUARTETS  
MT  3 Outa Four      
1.   Placeholder     
2.   Signature     
3.   The Harmony Shoppe   
4.   Fast Track     
5.   4th Dimension    
6. Chinook Country    
7. The Four Chordsmen  

       of the Apocalypse 
8.   IN Harmony  
9.   Sincerely Yours 
10.  ACME Acappella 
11.  Arioso  
12.  And How!   
13.  Momma’s Boys  
14.  Somewhere In Time  
15.  Trademark  
16.  Ringtones  
17.  Social Insecurity  
18.  West Coast Fusion  
19.  Synchromesh    
20.  CNXN 
21.  Chord of Honor 
22.  The New Originals 
23.  River City Sound 
24.  Frontline 
25.  Coeur d’nation 
26.  U4eeuh 
27.  Timelines 

CHORUSES 
MT   Chilliwack, BC  

(Chilliwack Harmony Chorus) 
1.    Bellevue, WA (Northwest Sound) 
2.    Abbotsford, BC (Voices of Harmony) 
3. Salem, OR (Salem Senate-Aires) 
4.    Kitsap County, WA  

(Kitsap Chordsmen) 
5.    Nanaimo, BC (Tidesmen) 
6. Portland Metro, OR 
 (Bridge Town Sound) 
7. Pierce County, WA  

(Puyallup Valley Harmonizers) 
8.    Red Deer, AB (Wild Rose  

Harmonizers) 
9.    Vancouver, BC (Thunderbirds) 
10. Bellingham, WA  
 (Mount Baker Toppers) 
11.  Federal Way, WA (Harmony Kings) 
12. Calgary Foothills, AB  
 (Western Hospitality Singers) 
13.  Anchorage, AK (Midnight Sons  

Chorus) 
14. Spokane, WA (Pages of Harmony) 
15.  Langley, BC (First Capital BBS  

Chorus) 
16.  Boise, ID (Boise Valley Chordsmen) 
17.  Western Washington, WA (Northwest 

Vocal Project) 
18. Columbia Basin, WA (Inland Empire 

Chorus)  
19.  Greater Vancouver, BC (Gentlemen of 

Fortune) 

ALL SENIORS QUARTETS 
Entry to the International Seniors Quartet Prelims  

By Mike Lanctot, Evergreen District Representative of Contest and Judging 
The International Seniors Quartet Prelims is open to ANY seniors’ quartet 
whether they competed or not this past spring, will be held at the Evergreen 
District Fall Contest held in Whistler BC on October 30, 2009. This contest will 
determine the Evergreen District representative to the International Seniors 
Quartet Contest at the next Midwinter convention. In addition, non-
representative quartets will receive a score that will determine wild card posi-
tions to the same contest.   
Contest Entry Deadline : The deadline for entry to this contest is no later 
than fourteen (14) days prior to the Evergreen Dist rict Fall Contest . Con-
test Entry (CJ20) must be completed on-line at the Society web site 
(www.barbershop.org). This is a slight change from the deadline previously 
announced and verified and in accordance with the Society Contest Rules. 
Seniors quartets must meet the requirements to compete as a seniors’ quartet, 
be a registered quartet with the Society, and each member of the quartet a 
paid-up dues paying member of the Society. 
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Harmonize in Whistler!  
2009 Evergreen District Fall                                    Convention October 30-31, 2009  

DETAILS 
Hosted by 

The Greater Vancouver Gentlemen of Fortune  
  
Venue: Whistler Conference Centre,  
 4010 Whistler Way, Whistler, BC 
HQ Hotel : Delta Whistler Village Suites,  
 4308 Main Street, Whistler, BC 
Website : www.gof.bc.ca/district2009/ 
All Contests and QCED Afterglow will be held at the Whistler 
Conference Centre (note: on the map it is called the Telus 
Whistler Conference Centre) 
 
SCHEDULE of EVENTS    
 
Thursday October 29, 2009  
4.00pm – 10.30pm District Board Meeting – Delta Hotel 
 
Friday October 30, 2009  
8.00am – 2.00pm District Board & Operations Team  

Meeting – Delta Hotel 
2.00pm – 4.00pm House of Delegates Meeting – Delta  

Hotel 
1.00pm – 7.00pm  Registration open – Conference Centre 
6.00pm – 9.45pm Quartet Semi-Finals & Seniors Quartet 

Contests 
 Quartet Evaluations – Delta Hotel  

(Judges’ Rooms) 
 
Saturday October 31, 2009  
8.00am – 11.00am  Registration open – Conference Centre 
8.30am  Chorus photos start – Conference Centre 

Foyer 
10.00am – 2.00pm Chorus Contest 
2.00pm  Lunch break 
2.30pm – 4.30pm  Chorus Evaluations – Conference Centre 
4.30pm  Mass Sing in the Village Square 
7.30pm – 10.30pm  Quartet Finals & Show of Champions 
 Quartet Evaluations – Conference Centre 
10.30pm  QCED Show & Afterglow – Conference 

Centre Foyer 

The Greater Vancouver Gentlemen of Fortune 
look forward to hosting you October 30-31 at the 
2009 Evergreen District Fall Convention and Con-
tests in Whistler, BC. For registration form, accom-
modation links and Schedule of Events visit 
www.gof.bc.ca/district2009/ 

The 1500 seat Whistler Conference Centre is a 5 
minute walk from the Delta Whistler Village Suites 
(HQ Hotel) and from the Listel and Crystal Lodge 
hotels. All are in the Village where there is a multi-
tude of eateries, drinkeries, and more unique shops, 
and nooks to sing in, than you can shake a stick at. 
All this in the shadow of the Blackcomb and Whistler 
peaks and slopes which will host the Alpine parts of 
the 2010 Winter Olympics just 3 months later. 

Get your registrations in soon – the Early Bird 
deadline is September 4th. The form on the web is 
an interactive pdf that you can fill in on line, print and 
mail in. We had hoped to have Paypal available but 
due to unforeseen circumstances it will not be possi-
ble in time. 

Get your accommodation booked asap, if you 
haven’t already. The HQ hotel (Delta Whistler Village 
Suites) is filling up fast and has only 1 BR suites left 
– these sleep up to four and have kitchenette and 
living room so are ideal for sharing. The Listel and 
Crystal Lodge have rooms at $109 Canadian, and 
the RV camp site is only $30/night. Quote 
“Barbershop Harmony”.  

Quartet Semi-Finals & Seniors Quartet Contest 
starts at 6.00 pm Friday. Chorus Contest is at 10.00 
am Saturday with a Mass Sing at 4.30pm in the 
Whistler Village Square, after the chorus evaluations. 
Note that the Quartet Finals are at 7.30pm Saturday 
evening followed by the Show of Champions featur-
ing Realtime as well as the new champs.   

The QCED Afterglow is included in your registra-
tion and will be in the Grand Foyer of the Conference 
Centre immediately after the Show. Highlights will be 
Realtime, Antique Gold, Overtime, and past Ever-
green champs, plus the QCED Chorus. 

The “Sea-to-Sky Highway” (Hwy 99) has had a 
major upgrade and is in great shape, but allow 2 - 3 
hours to travel from Vancouver. From I-5 cross the 
border through the Blaine Truck crossing (US543) or 
Lynden (US539). Make sure you have your passport. 
Travel north to Hwy 1 and stay westbound on it 
through greater Vancouver to the Squamish/Whistler 
off ramp (Hwy 99). Go past Whistler Creek and turn 
right in Whistler at the Village Gate Blvd. 

Remember that every singer must be a paid-up 
Society member and must have an All Events ticket 
for the Convention. Entry to stage and auditorium is 
by name badge only. Check the website for info - 
www.gof.bc.ca/district2009/ 

The 27 quartets and 19 choruses competing are 
listed elsewhere. This will be a great convention ex-
perience for all (there’s a ladies’ program too) so 
come and …  Harmonize in Whistler! 
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DIRECTOR  
CONNECTIONS 

Whether you are a current direc-
tor, an assistant director, or just in-
terested in learning more about di-
recting, the recent CDWI in Medford 
provided some good sources for 
training and information.   

Online resources:  If you’re look-
ing for a wealth of music/chord infor-
m a t i o n ,  c h e c k  o u t :  
www.MusicTheory.net  

Evergreen District has several 
levels of coming director training 
which you can contact Bob Robson 
about (bob.robson@shaw.ca):  Out 
Standing in Front, Chapter Director 
Workshop Intensive (CDWI), and 
Next Level (which brings a coach in 
for a singing/coaching weekend to 
work with both the director and his/
her chapter.  Also during the 3rd 
weekend in July, Harmony College 
NW offers numerous classes for di-
rectors. 

At the end of July, the Barber-
shop Harmony Society hosts Har-
mony University in Missouri, and it 
features a special Directors College 
to assist and train directors in learn-
ing more about their craft and also 
an intensive certification program is 
in effect.  The BHS has also just up-
d a t e d  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 
(www.barbershop.org) and there are 
sections dedicated to director infor-
mation – along with the free music 
and tags.   

A PLACE ON THE RISERS FOR YOU 
First of all, thank you to everyone who helped out financially  and physically 
with HXNW -- it truly takes a village !!!!!  We appreciate and respect you for all 
you do to make this youth camp happen each year. 
Let us thank a few more people and groups before I get to the title of this arti-
cle...or I may not get to it.  Special thanks to Martini quartet for coming and 
singing for the kids on Friday afternoon in OC Times place.  I am sure many of 
you know by now that Sean Devine is having some serious vocal issues.  In 
the interest of that, Jamie and I asked them not to sing for the kids and for 
Sean to take as much vocal rest as possible.  Martini came in and did a WON-
DERFUL job of showing the kids how quarteting is done right :]:]  Bless You all 
for doing that for the kids.  And...to Tim for setting it up. 
To OC Times for donating a CD to each and every one of "my kids" that at-
tended HXNW.  I would also like all of you to know that they stayed at PLU till 
the last kid (Larry Hassler) left, taking pictures and signing CD's.  They are true 
champions with every fiber of their being.   
To our incredible staff and student staff---this camp would not happen without 
all of you.  If I forget one of you---catch me for a hug and a forgive.  To Del 
Masson, registration and lots of other stuff would not happen without you.  Dr 
Chuck and Kelly for band aids, ice packs and all you do :]:]:]  Jim Simpson for 
EVERYTHING in the auditorium.  Jared and Lillian for heading up the Student 
Staff.  Dan, John, Jan, Peggy, George, Adrian, Barry and Barry---all of you --
We Love You !!!!! 
A wide cast apology for the ticket situation.  We have no control of the tickets, 
it is all handled by the PLU box office.  Unfortunately and uncharacteristically, 
they are in the midst of a complete personnel change and some issues came 
up.  The delay in the show start time is something I take very personally, as 
much of my life is in the theater.  Many thanks to Russ Young and many of my 
Student Staff for keeping me from hyperventilating totally.  Drew--Jeremy--
Jared---you ROCK !!!!! 
Finally, back to the title of this article.  We had a great loss in our HXNW family 
this year.  We lost one of our students and was to be Student Staff to a car 
accident in late June.  Gabe is/was and will always be an incredible young 
man.  His sister and many of his friends were in attendance at HX so we 
wanted to acknowledge him in some way that would honor him.  His family 
was honored and asked that we not make it the theme of this years 
camp.  That being said, Russ Young came up with a perfect answer, we keep 
a place on the risers for him.  George did a wonderful and heartfelt tribute to 
Gabe.  His friends, Tommy and Josh kept his place on the risers open.  He's 
part of our history and he'll always be with us on the risers, as all of "my kids" 
are. 
With much love and many, many thank yous’, 

Mollie and Jamie Peterson, Proud "parents" of HXNW 
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2009 DIRECTORS  
MASTER CLASS  

Plans are being finalized for the 
third annual Evergreen Directors 
Master Class. The Langley, BC 
Chapter will be the host this year and 
the dates are set for Friday, Novem-
ber 20 thru Sunday November 22, 
2009. 

Our Master Director this year will 
be Steve Armstrong, who is the di-
rector of the many time top five 
medalist chorus, the Toronto North-
ern Lights. Steve is also a quartet 
man (multiple Ontario District quartet 
championships), an arranger, a mu-
sic category judge, and a coach. 

Please mark your calendars so 
you won't miss this excellent learning 
opportunity. 

Bob Robson,  EVG Director of  
Chorus Director Development 

TIMBRE TO BE RETIRED  
by Ken Galloway, Jr 

As the District Board of Directors 
work to balance the coming District 
Budget to be presented to the House 
of Delegates in October at Whistler, 
BC, many items were considered to 
be reduced and/or eliminated.   

The Timbre printing and postage 
costs - four times a year - is a large 
item.  The District Board is consider-
ing eliminating the printing and post-
age for the Timbre possibly providing 
the Timbre online or combining the 
Timbre and the GreenLine.   

If you feel this will create a hard-
ship on you or some of your chapter 
members please contact Kevin Kelly, 
District President, or Frank Bell, Dis-
trict Treasurer. You should contact 
either or  both of them as early as 
possible.   

Barbershop In The Park  
By Matthew Cherry, VP Music – Grove City Chorus 

 
On July 12, 2009, members of the Grove City Chorus invited all Evergreen 

District, Division III barbershop singers to an inaugural summer celebration of 
barbershop music in Edmonton, AB. 

The event “Barbershop Music Day” was held at Fort Edmonton Park; Can-
ada’s largest living historical park, and a premier Edmonton area tourist attrac-
tion. The park welcomes 200,000 visitors each year and portrays the city of 
Edmonton from the mid 19th to early 20th centuries with over 75 historical struc-
tures, 100’s of costumed interpreters and period specific attractions. 

Barbershop Music Day featured two quartets from the Grove City Chorus 
(The Doo-Dads and Grove Country Sound), Thumbs Up (SAI – Region 26) 
and three performances by a massed chorus of 46 voices comprised of BHS 
members from throughout the Evergreen District. Quartets entertained be-
tween 10:00AM and 6:00PM as roaming musicians along the 1905 and 1920 
streets, on the train station platform inside the main park gate and inside the 
1920’s midway. The massed chorus performances were the featured entertain-
ment for the day and sang to three large crowds at the corner of 1905 and 
1920 streets at 1:30PM, 3:00PM and 4:30PM. 

The day had many highlights including: a quartet comprised of 2 members 
of the Evergreen District Hall of Fame quartet B.R.A.S.S. and two members of 
the Grove City Chorus performing “Coney Island Baby” on the 1920’s carousel, 
“Thumbs Up: performing to a large crowd outside the 1905 fire station and 
“The Doo-Dads” performing their signature “Nursery Rhyme Tag” numerous 
times for groups of children throughout the park. 

The park provided free admission to all singers and their families, a green 
room of refreshments and advance publicity in the local media. The weather 
was fantastic and the event was a huge success with the park staff, visitors 
and the 100 + barbershop singers and family members in attendance. How-
ever, most exciting was the interest we generated in barbershop singing.  

When anyone stepped forward to request additional information or to ex-
press an interest in singing along, our VP-Music, VP-Programs and section 
leaders took them aside to sing tags while other members of the chorus 
“buddied up” and obtained their contact information. As a result, we expect to 
see several new faces on the risers this fall. 

Barbershop Music Day 2009 was a resounding success for all involved 
and many thanks go to the Evergreen District Division III singers and volun-
teers who contributed to this inaugural event. I’m pleased to say Fort Edmon-
ton Park has expressed an interest in making Barbershop Music Day an an-
nual event and we are already in negotiations for a suitable date in summer 
2010. 

Ebiz Suggestion for All Members  
Do you want to make sure you are getting all the information you should 

from your District and from the Barbershop Harmony Society?  It is a good 
idea to check your contact information regularly at the Barbershop Harmony 
Society.  We in Evergreen District use this information to get mailing lists, both 
snail-mail and email, and to get data for various reports, so having accurate 
information up there is important.   

To check your information, log in to ebiz.barbershop.org.  Once logged in, 
select “Member management,” then select “Update user Profile.”  All of your 
information is right there, so check to make sure your address and email infor-
mation is correct.  You should also see a listing of all your District, Chapter, 
and Quartet memberships.  If anything is missing, contact your Chapter Secre-
tary for information on how to get it corrected.  

Mike Ott 
Evergreen District Secretary 

mike.ott@comcast.net 

HCNW 2010 
July 16-18 
University of  
Puget Sound 

Tacoma, WA 
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DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTIONS COMING SOON  
By Gerry Borden 

EVG District Nominations Chairman 
Very soon, the Delegates to the House of Delegates will receive a ballot with the Nominations Committee recom-

mended slate of officers.  It is very important that these are talked over in the chapter meeting and at a Chapter Board 
Meeting where applicable.  Make sure you get your ballot mailed early to Mike Ott, District Secretary.  Mike must receive 
the ballots by the due date, not postmarked on the due date.  If you have any questions, please contact me or one of the 
members of the Nominations Committee Don Craig and/or Ken Galloway.  Thanks for your help in this very important 
District item. 

Memory Songfest in Sumas, WA 
On the 16th of May, about 115 men and women of northwest Washington and Southwest 

British Columbia came together to eat, to sing, and to acknowledge the a cappella contribu-
tions of several of the male and female legends of our hobby, in our area.  Photos, albums, 
story boards and testimonials were all used to celebrate our “togetherness” and revel in the 
essence of our hobby….singing. 

Before the potluck meal, there were many vintage photos to examine of several of the 
barbershop legends of our area.  After the meal, there were renditions told of the ‘a cap-
pella’ life story of our legends.  The legends whom we acknowledged were Lloyd Bro-
ersma, Dick Clark, Hans Lorentzen, Shirley Stronz Lagerwey, Jack Toby, Doc Servid, and 
Denny Stiers. 

Each of our four sponsoring groups entertained the audience 
with songs.  Several impromptu quartets also performed on the 
stage. All of the entertainment and story was introduced and kept 
moving by our humorous emcee, Charlie Boon. 

This Memory Songfest was sponsored by the SAI Chapter of 
Mount Vernon, WA, namely the Harmony NW Chorus, by the 
Valley Voices Chorus of Everson, WA, by the Blend Gospel Cho-
rus of Bellingham, WA and by the Mount Baker Toppers Chorus, 
BHS Chapter of Bellingham, WA. 

We learned again that a cappella harmony is the joy of both 
the young and the ‘young at heart’.  In the photo below, Dr. Ser-
vid insisted upon standing as sang with the Blend Gospel Cho-
rus.  He is 90 years old.  And Kaia Neff , who is 7 years old, truly 
enjoyed the tag which was sung by their five-some quartet, 
Kaia’s Kats .  Nima is 87 years old. 

The Hollander family has it all.  Dad, Henry , and son, Cody , sing with the 
Toppers Chorus while mom, Kathy , and daughter, Heidi , sing with the Valley 
Voices Acappella Chorus.  Cody is the tall skinny one who is now enrolled in 
high school.  I asked him, “What does barbershop harmony really mean to 
you?”  After his father left us to ourselves, Cody had these words, “For me, 
barbershop harmony is fun and it reminds me of family.  Barbershop has given 
me a better ability to talk and perform in front of a public audience and that 
has given me more confidence in myself, which I did not have before I got into 
barbershop harmony singing.  It’s just cool.” 

The goal of our four choruses was to have a great time and draw our differ-
ent groups into a closer 
relationship.  At night’s 
end, everyone agreed that 
we all enjoyed this potluck 
and we scored a direct hit 
regarding our future rela-
tionships and cooperation.  
There are many more 
things that unite us than 
divide us. 

Submitted by Glenn 
Rinkel< President Mount 

Baker Toppers Chorus 
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Harmony University 2009 – Western Hospitality Singe rs  

The following is a summary of our experience as a cho-
rus on the quartet track at Harmony University this sum-
mer. At the outset, as we became serious about doing 
this, we had thirty members with twenty-nine who had 
money down to go. Then the recession’s force hit. We 
had, at the end of July, thirty-two members, with twenty-
four guys getting on the planes. The five men who pulled 
out did so due to job pressures, not due to personal eco-
nomics. If they simply had not had the funds to complete 
this quest, the chapter would have worked it out with 
them. 

Let me begin by saying that all our dealings with the 
Barbershop Harmony Society through Rick Spencer and 
Jim Debussman were cordial, efficient, and effective. 
Those two men viewed our coming to HU on the quartet 
track with excitement and never expressed the least doubt 
that it would work to everyone’s satisfaction. 

Because Western Hospitality Singers were something 
of an experiment in this undertaking, there were a few little 
surprises and complications, but none that diminished our 
experience in any significant way. The only one worth 
mentioning is really the fact that, instead of working on 
risers all the time, much of our time was spent working out 
of classroom desks or theatre seats. The reason for this 
was that there was a shortage of risers and the only ones 
we had access to were in an area that was also being 
used by other groups. Not a big deal, just a consideration 
should this “chorus in quartet pod” be available to some-
one in the future. 

The format was perfect for us from our perspective. On 
most days we saw all four of our coaches and their assis-
tants. The coaching was carried out from an A level per-
spective and it made some of our brains hurt. It’s going to 
take some time to sort it all out to good effect, and this is 
not a six-month project. We were offered a great range of 
coaching styles inside the pod. It was all good. 

What we were hoping for out of this experience was a 
change of chorus “culture” along with the tools to accom-
plish it. We believe we have the desire and the skills to 
accomplish this change and, from the many reports com-
ing in from individual singers, the feeling is common. 
There has been nothing but positive feedback on this ven-
ture. In fact, our guys are convinced that we were given 
the very best coaches in our pod, namely, Kevin Keller, 
Sean Devine, Kim Hulbert, and our own Marty Lovick. I 
agree. 

Every man in the chorus was, of course, able to take of 
some other classes. Scheduling made those choices 
somewhat limited, and it would have been awesome if 

every man could have taken one of the “How To Be A 
Great Lead/Bari/Bass/Tenor courses. We did have the 
opportunity for “Tune It Or Die” and “Tag Singing” as well 
as some more administrative show-oriented courses. Also, 
we opened the Friday night quartet show with a couple of 
numbers and experience a very energetic ovation from the 
world’s best audience. 

Much of what we learned reinforced concepts with 
which we already had some familiarity. Many were brand 
new and gave us some new, valuable tools to work with. 
Our chorus had two experiences (out of many opportuni-
ties) where we were simply not able to rise to the level we 
wanted to be. It was late in the week, our eyes glazed 
over for most of one class and about ten minutes of an-
other, and we had to talk ourselves into coming back to 
the required level of energy. It might have had something 
to do with an average of five hours sleep a night on those 
wonderful little plastic-covered mattresses. Just a couple 
of hiccups, no big deal. 

A few months ago, some of our guys were convinced 
we would come back from HU an “A” level chorus. Of 
course, that was never the intention. We wanted to learn 
how to become that calibre of chorus over the long haul. 
We chatted quite a bit about expectations and realities 
and I believe every man went into the experience with 
eyes wide open. We have a firm grasp on what is possi-
ble, what is probable, and what it will take to achieve both. 

Sing Canada helped us out with about $200 per man. 
We pretty much did the rest ourselves. It was a major un-
dertaking and we carried it off with no casualties. There is 
a lot of pride and resolve in our hearts right now. We are 
proud to be barbershoppers, proud to be part of Calgary 
Foothills Chapter and Western Hospitality Singers, and 
proud to have achieved this landmark action. Best of all, 
we all heard the same messages. 

Also, we witnessed the Next Generation work that is 
going on and the wonderful results that is achieving. We 
will be making more efforts to get involved in vocal and 
choral music to youth in the future. 

Will we ever do it again? I’m guessing not likely, but 
nothing is impossible. Would we encourage others to do 
it? Yes, without hesitation. Our men were promised a life-
altering experience. It was this from the opportunity to 
bond for a solid week. It was this as men saw what is pos-
sible in terms of love. It was this through laughter and 
tears…and there were plenty of both….and ICE CREAM! 
Yum! 

Randy Peters, Director, Western Hospitality Singers 

Straight answers you can take to the bank…  
If you ever have a particular question about contest rules, eligibility, or anything regarding contest and judging contact 

the District Representative of Contest and Judging at mjlanctot@comcast.net  or 1-425-349-1749. 

GREAT BARBERSHOPPER SINGOUT 
By Jim Bloxyl 

MIKE RINEHART, who sings bass in the Tacoma Totem-Aires, as well as in two quartets, the TALE DRAGGERS and 
ACAPELLA FELLAS is a captain for Alaska Airlines, when he's not having fun singing Barbershop. If you fly much on 
Alaska Airlines, they have a magazine for the customer to read~~in it is a nice write up, in which he is honored by being 
chosen as their "Legend" for 2009, as an outstanding contributor to his company. Kind of like our B-O-T-Y award.  

Not only that, but the "Acapella Fellas" sang at the Sea-Tac airport during the Singing Valentines program. The airline 
President heard them, took them under his personal care, and had them singing in all the elite places at the airport. The 
following day, the president asked them back to sing more Valentines, the story which was posted in the magazine. It 
was a great plug for Barbershop and a wonderful tribute to a fine bass.   
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Harmony Explosion 2009 

Harmonize in Whistler! 
Evergreen Fall District Convention 

October 30/31, 2009  
DON’T FORGET YOUR PASSPORT 


